
The Tax Cuts and Jobs Act: 
What It Means for Homeowners 
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Congress has now passed a sweeping 
tax bill that will affect almost every 
American. In addition to changing 
tax rates and deductions, these 

new rules affect a wide variety of personal and 
business activity.

The National Association of Realtors® has 
compiled a summary of provisions of interest, 
which may be of relevance to you.

Introduction -

While NAR remains concerned that the 
overall structure of the final bill diminishes 
the tax benefits of homeownership and will 
cause adverse impacts in some markets, 
the advocacy of NAR members, as well 
as consumers, helped NAR to gain some 
important improvements throughout the 
legislative process. The final legislation will 
benefit many homeowners, homebuyers, 
real estate investors, and NAR members as a 
result.

The final bill includes some big successes. 
NAR efforts helped save the exclusion for 
capital gains on the sale of a home and 
preserved the like-kind exchange for real 
property. Many agents and brokers who earn 
income as independent contractors or from 
pass-through businesses will see a significant 
deduction on that business income.

As a result of the changes made throughout 
the legislative process, NAR is now projecting 
slower growth in home prices of 1-3% in 2018 as 
low inventories continue to spur price gains. 

However, some local markets, particularly in 
high cost, higher tax areas, will likely see price 
declines as a result of the legislation’s new 
restrictions on mortgage interest and state 
and local taxes.

The following is a summary of provisions of 
interest to NAR and its members. NAR will 
be providing ongoing updates and guidance 
to members in the coming weeks, as well as 
working with Congress and the Administration 
to address additional concerns through future 
legislation and rulemaking. Lawmakers have 
already signaled a desire to fine tune elements 
of The Tax Cuts and Jobs Act as well as address 
additional tax provisions not included in this 
legislation in 2018, and REALTORS® will 
need to continue to be engaged in the process.

The examples provided are for illustrative 
purposes and based on a preliminary reading 
of the final legislation as of December 20, 2017. 
Individuals should consult a tax professional 
about their own personal situation.

What’s Your Home Worth?
GET A FREE  HOME APPRAISAL - WESTIDEHOMEREPORT.COM

All individual provisions are generally effective 
after December 31, 2017 for the 2018 tax filing 
year and expire on December 31, 2025 unless 
otherwise noted. The provisions do not affect 
tax filings for 2017 unless noted.

Major Provision Affecting Current and 
Prospective Homeowners -

• The new law provides generally lower tax 
rates for all individual tax filers. While this 
does not mean that every American will pay 
lower taxes under these changes, many will. 
The total size of the tax cut from the rate 
reductions equals more than $1.2 trillion over 
ten years.

•  The tax rate schedule retains seven brackets 
with slightly lower marginal rates of 10%, 12%, 
22%, 24%, 32%, 35%, and 37%.

• The final bill retains the current-law 
maximum rates on net capital gains (generally, 
15% maximum rate but 20% for those in the 
highest tax bracket; 25% rate on “recapture” of 
depreciation from real property).

* Tax Brackets for Ordinary Income Under Current Law and the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act (2018 Tax Year) Single Filer *Tax Brackets for Ordinary Income Under Current Law and the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act (2018 Tax Year) Married 
Filing Jointly



Meet the Team
Meet the All-Stars behind 
The Radcliffe Group

After years of being a top-producing agent, ranked in the top 1% worldwide, Rob has also created a supporting team that allows him to 
lead each client smoothly and efficiently through the buying and selling processes. His team’s success has been recognized by The Wall 
Street Journal as one of the top 250 sales teams in the USA.

In addition to Rob’s 25 years of experience, he also offers valuable personal real estate knowledge as an investor, builder and rental 
management. His clients get to take advantage of decades of priceless information to help with their own home buying and selling 
decisions.

As a seasoned and nationally recognized veteran in the real estate industry, Rob has led agent-training programs, discussed real-estate 
topics on television and in print, and has successfully managed real estate offices.

On a personal side, Rob is a husband and father of 3 boys. He understands the decision to buy or sell a home involves the entire family 
and respects that every member has their personal goals and expectations. Rob’s goal is to exceed those expectations, to establish a long 
lasting business relationship as a trusted real estate adviser for his clients and their referrals for each and every move.

Rob has also been active in his community, sponsoring charity tennis events at the Riviera Country Club in Pacific Palisades to benefit 
Spinal Muscular Atrophy and Chrysalis. He has also co-sponsored charity golf tournaments held at Malibu Country Club benefiting 
Habitat for Humanity. 

She has been in Los Angeles for 13 years where she 
has worked in all sides of real estate including Caruso 
Affiliated, Steinberg Architects, leasing residential 
homes in two historic buildings in Downtown Los 
Angeles and heading CBM’s leasing arm of commercial 
retail in Downtown LA. Cassandra is a member of the 
Beverly Hills Association of Realtors. She is thrilled 
to have joined the Sotheby’s in 2016 to combine her 
knowledge of the industry with her love of beautiful 
homes and her affinity for great art.

After concluding a sales transaction representing a 
buyer on one of Robert Radcliffe’s properties, she was 
thrilled to be invited to join The Radcliffe Group. Her 
favorite part of residential real estate is the moment 
her clients fall in love with their new home. As a wife 
and mother, she knows there are often lots of differing 
opinions in the big decision and is honored to guide 
her clients through the process.

“Rob helped us with two highly complicated transactions. First he found us our dream home in Malibu and then helped us sell our home in Santa 

Monica; which was sold off-market and for a record breaking price. Both deals were done in a manner of a few months and required lots of interaction 

and problem solving. I would highly recommend Rob to anyone looking for both a buyer’s agent or sellers agent as he handled both incredibly well.” 

– Nate and Ali Walton

As an legal assistant in both real estate and real 
estate law, Eliza has a wide variety of real estate 
experiences in landlord/tenant matters, investment 
properties, and real estate transactions. Eliza has 
a Bachelor’s Degree in Business Administration, 
focusing in Entrepreneurship from California State 
University Los Angeles.

Eliza is dedicated in helping The Radcliffe Group 
and it’s clients with a smooth transaction each time. 
During Eliza’s off time, she enjoys spending time with 
her family and her dog. Her hobbies include hiking, 
swimming, binge watching and spending time with 
friends.

CalBre# 1922688 Executive Assistant
CASSANDRA CHRISTENSEN E L I Z A  C OYN E

RO B E RT  RA D C L I F F E
310-255-5454
CalBre# 01132704

To represent clients successfully, a real 
estate agent needs a wide range of talents, 
savvy negotiation skills, eagle-eyed contract 
expertise, the necessary communication that 
can get different parties on the same page fast 
and the patience & understanding to make even 
the most complicated transaction go smoothly. 
Cece acquired those skills in one of the most 
demanding schools anywhere. Before launching 
her real estate career, she worked as a Production 
Coordinator and Supervisor in the Television and 
Film Industry.

Business strengths are just a part of the package 
Cece offers her clients. Not just a Salesperson, Cece 
is also a licensed Real Estate Broker. Her passion 
for architecture, landscaping and design (she 
majored in interior design at the Fashion Institute 
of Design & Merchandising), deep connection 
with Los Angeles, and flair for understanding 
individual needs make her a priceless resource 

for buyers and sellers alike. Strong marketing abilities, sharpened over a decade in the 
entertainment business, enable her to showcase her properties creatively and effectively. 
Her intimate knowledge of the Westside and Pacific Palisades, where she resides with 
her husband and three children, have proven especially invaluable to clients focused on 
these desirable areas. Running, horseback riding and deep sea fishing also rank high on 
her leisure list.

C E C E  H E A LY  WE B B
CalBre# 01510746

WH AT  P E O P L E  A R E  SAYI N G  A B O U T  T H E  RA D C L I F F E  G RO U P

Once Jessica has your property in escrow, you can 
expect direct and honest communication from her and 
diligent and thorough transaction coordination with a 
splash of humor to keep spirits high through what can 
sometimes be an overwhelming experience.

For buyers, as one of her clients put it,  “From the 
home search to closing, Jessica was always ‘on-the-ball’ 
figuring out my preferences and then transforming 
them into property viewings. In fact, I believe it only 
took two weeks of working with her to find my current 
home. That is how good she is. Not only is she good at 
finding homes for those looking, but she is also very 
attentive to emails, phone calls, etc.,  keeps you well 
informed throughout the entire home buying process, 
and will represent your best interest to make sure you 
are getting the best deal you can get.

J E SS I CA  D U B I N
CalBre# 1952210



There are 28 million small businesses 
in the U.S. that employ over 120 
million people, according to the 
Small Business Association. For many, 
owning a small business starts with 
creating a plan and building it from 
the ground up. However, buying a 
business may have advantages you 
haven’t thought of. Purchasing a 
business comes with numerous 
financial considerations, so here are 
five steps to consider before signing 
on the dotted line:

1. Determine the type of business 
you are interested in.

Businesses come in many styles 
and structures, and each type can 
have an impact on the decisions and 
potential income you could earn as 
the owner. It’s important to identify 
the structure that works best for 
your skillset, interest and lifestyle. 
Common business options you could 
purchase include:

• Franchise opportunities, which 
offer the potential to capitalize 
on a brand name, track record and 
organizational support to help get the 
business up and running. This also 
comes at a cost, including potential 
ongoing fees paid to the parent 
company. Franchising may require 
you and your employees to adhere to 
certain standards or processes.

• Independent businesses, which 
must be valued based on their 
bottom line, assets and reputation 
in the marketplace. You will be able 
to make decisions independently; 
however, you’ll need to establish 
your own support system.

• Consulting or start-up companies, 
which often get launched because 

the current owner has a skill, product 
or expertise that meets a niche 
need. They tend to be less formal in 
structure, but the business could be 
developed into a more profitable one 
if it continues to grow.

2. Take the time to complete your 
due diligence.

If a seller puts a business on the 
market, be sure to understand why. 
Carefully assess the value and market 
opportunities of the business. You 
should ask to review the last few years 
of financial statements and use them to 
project potential revenues and costs. 
Consider bringing in an accountant 
if you’d like an unbiased perspective. 
Additionally, be sure to understand 
what is or is not included in the asking 
price, such as intellectual property, 
real estate, staff or equipment.

3. Enlist the help of an experienced 
attorney.

Drawing up the terms of a purchase 
agreement can be complex. Enlist a 
trusted attorney to vet the agreement 

terms and prepare legal documents 
related to the sale. Future success 
is dependent on many factors, and 
getting the legal aspects in order is a 
big one.

4. Develop a plan to finance the 
purchase.

There are a variety of ways to execute 
a business sale, including direct or 
installment loans, venture capital, 
or paying the previous owner a 
percentage of future sales. Most 
options require cash up front as 
a down payment. Work with your 
financial advisor to identify accounts 
or investments you could draw down 
to make the purchase. Although 
it may be tempting, avoid dipping 
into your retirement savings. Your 
retirement could last decades, and 
there are no loans you can use if 
your savings come up short. Plus, any 
retirement withdrawals you make are 
taxable and will incur a 10 percent 
penalty. If you are still searching for 
the right opportunity, consider saving 
a set amount each month or investing 

the sum according to your expected 
timeframe for the purchase and risk 
tolerance.

5. Review your personal financial 
position in detail before making a 
commitment.

Leaving a career with a steady 
monthly paycheck for one with a 
varying income level will likely

require some adjustments to how you 
handle your expenses and savings. As 
you decide with

your spouse or partner how to 
manage routine costs, make sure to 
also discuss how to continue

funding important financial goals like 
saving for retirement or your child’s 
college education.

Many of these choices may have tax 
implications, so consult your tax 
professional for guidance.

Additionally, explore your options 
for health and disability insurance to 
make sure that you and

your family maintain adequate 
coverage.

Many factors can affect your decision 
to buy a business, and a thoughtful 
plan is a great place to start. Talk 
with your financial, legal and tax 
professionals to make sure you are 
in a strong financial position to buy 
a business when the opportunity 
presents itself.

Brett Dalton, CFP®, APMA®, is a Private Wealth 
Advisor with Dalton & Associates.  Brettdalton.com 
| 818-592-3377.

THERE ARE 28 MILLION 
SMALL BUSINESSES IN 
THE U.S. THAT EMPLOY 

OVER 120 MILLION PEOPLE, 
ACCORDING TO THE SMALL 

BUSINESS ASSOCIATION.
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Consider These Steps Before Buying A Business

“Rob helped us with two highly complicated transactions. First he found us our dream home in Malibu and then helped us sell our home in Santa 

Monica; which was sold off-market and for a record breaking price. Both deals were done in a manner of a few months and required lots of interaction 

and problem solving. I would highly recommend Rob to anyone looking for both a buyer’s agent or sellers agent as he handled both incredibly well.” 

– Nate and Ali Walton

Once Jessica has your property in escrow, you can 
expect direct and honest communication from her and 
diligent and thorough transaction coordination with a 
splash of humor to keep spirits high through what can 
sometimes be an overwhelming experience.

For buyers, as one of her clients put it,  “From the 
home search to closing, Jessica was always ‘on-the-ball’ 
figuring out my preferences and then transforming 
them into property viewings. In fact, I believe it only 
took two weeks of working with her to find my current 
home. That is how good she is. Not only is she good at 
finding homes for those looking, but she is also very 
attentive to emails, phone calls, etc.,  keeps you well 
informed throughout the entire home buying process, 
and will represent your best interest to make sure you 
are getting the best deal you can get.



by Jay Gentile

L ake Tahoe isn’t just a ski destination. 
It’s a way of life—one that attracts 
both powder-hungry tourists and 

professional athletes to this scenic area, 
anchored by an alpine lake straddling the 
California-Nevada state line.

“Your backyard is basically a giant 
playground,” said Olympic gold medalist 
Julia Mancuso, who grew up in Squaw Valley 
(aka Olympic Valley), host of the 1960 
Winter Games and home to what’s arguably 
the best-known ski resort in Tahoe.

“Squaw Valley is one of the more difficult 
mountains in the region ... really in the 
world,” said Mancuso, the country’s most 
decorated female Olympic alpine skier. She 
used to pass the Olympic rings adorning 
the entrance of the ski area every day on her 
way to school. “I think that’s why it really 
challenges athletes to be at the top of their 
sport, just because you have no other choice.”

Those who aren’t training for Olympic bling 
or a World Cup podium spot have no shortage 
of choices in Tahoe, whose north shore is 
accessible via a roughly 45-minute drive from 
the Reno-Tahoe International Airport. With 
a dozen ski resorts carved into its rugged 
landscape at an elevation around 6,200 feet, 
North Lake Tahoe is home to one of the largest 
concentrations of ski resorts in North America.

Plenty of diverse, challenging terrain is 
here for those who want it. That, and the 
wide-open backcountry protected by strong 
environmental polices that limit development, 
help differentiate Tahoe from the pack, giving 
the place a wild feel that fuels the adventurous 
spirit amid the beaches, mountains and small 
towns that line its shores.

The snow here is something of local legend. 
Residents refer to last January as “Januburied,” 
thanks to three consecutive weeks of snowfall. 
North Lake Tahoe resorts recorded six of the 
top 10 biggest snowfall totals in the U.S. last 
ski season, while Tahoe resorts also claimed 
seven of the largest single-day snow totals in 
the country. Squaw Valley stayed open until 
July 15, the latest closing date in history, with 
some skiers even cruising down the mountain 

in bikinis. (Nude skiing is not out of the 
question here, so we are told.)

All of this attracts a bevy of pro skiers 
and athletes who live and train in the area, 
including Mancuso, World Cup downhill 
ski champion Travis Ganong, U.S. Ski Team 
member Lila Lapanja, and Daron Rahlves, 
one of the most decorated U.S. downhillers 
in history.

“We’re just dotted with athletes all over 
the lake,” said Lapanja, who grew up at the 
base of Diamond Peak Ski Resort on the 
Nevada side of the lake. “You get this blend 
of nature, of color, of really good snow, of 

people who are pretty open. ... I really can’t 
imagine living anywhere else.”

Even after 22 years of calling this place 
home, the alpine ski racer who’s training for 
the 2018 Winter Games in South Korea said 
she’s still “blown away” every time she sees 
the massive lake, especially when gazing down 
on it from the top of the ski run at resorts 
such as Diamond Peak.

HITTING THE SLOPES IN LAKE TAHOE
The Lake Tahoe area is rich in ski resorts, 

with plenty of powder for the pros and 
recreational skiers alike.

“You have a really amazing view of the lake 
when you’re skiing,” Lapanja said. “It feels like 
you’re skiing into this giant bowl of water.”

For fellow Tahoe native Ganong, the work-
life balance and laid-back vibe are a big part 
of the area’s appeal.

“If it snows, I would cancel your meetings 
for the day,” he said. “You can call in on a 
powder day and say, ‘Hey, I’m gonna go ski 
for an hour or two,’ and your boss is gonna 
be like, ‘All right, I’ll meet you on the chair.’”

Ganong encourages visitors to get out and 
explore the backcountry too.

“A lot of the marked trails on the trail 
map, that’s just maybe 10 percent of the 
actual skiing here,” he said. “The amazing 
skiing comes in the off-piste skiing in the 
bowls and the gulleys and the trees.”

Rahlves, who calls the mountains “my 
church,” moved to Tahoe from the San 
Francisco Bay Area when he was 12.

“The mountains around here just kind of 
drag a lot of people out into ‘em,” he said.

Rahlves credited the combination of the 
weather (“It feels warm, even when it’s 
winter time”) and the “free-spirited people” 
with making Tahoe a magnet for pro athletes 
looking to hone their craft.

Non-Olympians will find lots of ways to 
stay occupied on and off the slopes. The lake 
is dotted with charming small towns, such as 
mellow Kings Beach or the more European-
style village of Tahoe City, that are ripe for 
exploration on a day when you might be 
nursing tired ski legs.

You can also try your hand gambling before 
grabbing a steak dinner at old-school joints 
such as former Sinatra hangout Crystal Bay 
Casino, or just relax with a drink at placid 
lakeshore spots such as the Hyatt Regency 
Lake Tahoe Resort in Incline Village, Nev.

In short, there’s no wrong way to do Lake 
Tahoe. And that’s its charm.

“I don’t think I’ve met one person that’s 
ever visited that had something bad to say 
about Tahoe,” Rahlves said. “They always 
want to come back.”  n

© 2017 Chicago Tribune Distributed by 
Tribune Content Agency, LLC.
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INGREDIENTS
• 1 whole rock cod, about 1 ½ feet long, cleaned 

and scaled, or similarly sized whole fish such as 
snapper or black bass

• Kosher salt

• Freshly ground black pepper

• 5 medium fennel branches

• 2 fennel bulbs, trimmed and cut lengthwise into 
slices ½-inch thick, plus ½ fennel bulb, trimmed 
and finely chopped

• 4 fingerling potatoes, cut into slices ½-inch thick

• 2 medium yellow onions, cut into slices 
½-inch thick

• 4 medium-sized tomatoes, 
cored and cut into wedges

• Pinch crushed red pepper flakes

• Extra-virgin olive oil

• 1 ½ cups dry white wine or water

• 3 shallots, finely chopped

• 2 tablespoons Pernod or anisette

• 8 tablespoons unsalted butter, 
cut into pieces, at room temperature

• ½ lemon, juiced

• 2 lemons, cut into halves or wedges, for garnish

• Fresh Italian parsley sprigs

Preheat the oven to 400 F (200 C).
With a sharp knife, cut an incision 1-inch 

(2.5-cm) deep all along the length of the fish 
on both sides of the backbone. Perpendicular 
to those incisions, cut incisions 1/2-inch (12-
mm) deep into the flesh at 1-inch (2.5-cm) 
intervals. Season the fish all over, including 
the incisions and cavity, with salt and pepper. 
Put 4 fennel branches in the body cavity.

Spread 2 of the sliced fennel bulbs, plus the 
potatoes, onions and tomatoes, on a rimmed 
metal baking sheet. Sprinkle with salt, pepper 
and red pepper flakes. Drizzle generously 
with olive oil. Place the fish on top, body 
cavity down and backbone up, and drizzle 
generously with more olive oil. Pour half of 
the wine or water over the fish and vegetables.

Place the baking sheet on top of the stove 
over two burners set to medium-high heat. As 
soon as the liquid in the baking sheet starts 
to steam, carefully transfer the baking sheet 
to the preheated oven. Roast the fish, basting 
it occasionally with the juices from the pan, 
until its flesh easily separates from the bone 
when an incision is probed with the side of 
the basting spoon, 20 to 25 minutes.

Meanwhile, in a saucepan over medium-
high heat, heat about 3 tablespoons of olive 
oil. Add the shallots and chopped fennel 
bulb, and saute, stirring frequently, until 

translucent but not browned, 3 to 5 minutes. 
Remove from the heat. Carefully add the 
Pernod, which may flare up as its alcohol 
burns, and then pour in the remaining white 
wine or water and stir. Scrape to deglaze the 
pan deposits. Simmer briskly until the liquid 
has reduced to about 1/4 cup (60 mL), about 
10 minutes.

Whisking continuously, add the butter to 
the pan 1 or 2 pieces at a time until it melts, 
forming a thick, creamy sauce. Season to taste 
with salt and pepper and stir in the lemon 
juice. Pour the sauce through a fine strainer 
held over another saucepan, and press down 
on the solids with the back of a wooden 
spoon to extract all the liquid. Finely chop 
the fronds of the remaining fennel branch, 
stir all but 1 tablespoon into the sauce, and 
adjust the seasonings to taste. Keep warm 
over low heat.

Use a pair of large spatulas to transfer the 
fish to a serving platter. Arrange the roasted 
vegetables around the fish and drizzle with 
1 or 2 spoonfuls of the sauce. Garnish with 
lemons and parsley, drizzle the fish with a 
little more olive oil, and serve, passing the 
sauce separately.  n   Serves 4 to 6

© 2017 Wolfgang Puck Worldwide, Inc.  
Distributed by Tribune Content Agency, LLC.

  food & drink

ROAST ROCK COD WITH 
FENNEL AND BEURRE BLANC

WHAT TO KNOW ABOUT THE 
SMOKY SISTER OF TEQUILA

by Corin Hirsch

A drink writer’s inbox 
can sometimes be 
out of step with the 

world at large. For instance, 
I receive so many emails 
about new mezcals that it 
sometimes seems like the 

Mexican-made, smoky 
sister of tequila is taking 
over the world.

Out there in that real 
world, though, visits to 
liquor stores to find mezcal 
can elicit blank stares. And 
order a mezcal cocktail, 
and this cautious question 

might follow: “Have you 
tried mezcal before?” That’s 
because mezcal can wallop 
some first-time drinkers, such 
as a nearby diner who recently 
winced after she took a sip 
of a mezcal old fashioned. A 
knowing server whisked away 
the drink for replacement.

Legend holds that it was 
created many moons ago 
when a lightning bolt struck 
an agave plant, and singed its 
heart, or pina. A super-smoky 
spirit was born, one whose 
character is now replicated by 
baking the pinas—which look 
sort of like pineapples, once 

their fronds are cut off—in 
the ground before they are 
mashed and fermented.

That’s the Cliffs Notes 
for a complex process that 
varies from village to village. 
While tequila is made solely 
from the blue agave plant, 
mezcal can be produced from 
different species of agave in 
seven regions of Mexico, 
giving rise to an array of styles 
that make tasting mezcals side 
by side akin to tasting scotch. 
In some, you might detect 
citrus, or peatiness; in others, 
thyme, honey or chili.

Despite that complexity, 
mezcal can sometimes clobber 
a cocktail—even a margarita, 
where it’s often used. The best 
way to ease into its world, I 
think, is to sip some straight, 
either at a bar or poured from 
a hard-won bottle (Wines 
by Nature in Wading River 
carries at least three mezcals). 
If all systems are go, try 
this: Equal parts mezcal, dry 
vermouth and Lillet Blanc 
stirred over ice and strained 
into a chilled coupe glass.

This thrice-removed form 
of white Negroni mellows 
mezcal’s aggressive edges, but 
still has enough smokiness for 
the season.  n

© 2017 Distributed by 
Tribune Content Agency, LLC. 

by Jay Gentile

L ake Tahoe isn’t just a ski destination. 
It’s a way of life—one that attracts 
both powder-hungry tourists and 

professional athletes to this scenic area, 
anchored by an alpine lake straddling the 
California-Nevada state line.

“Your backyard is basically a giant 
playground,” said Olympic gold medalist 
Julia Mancuso, who grew up in Squaw Valley 
(aka Olympic Valley), host of the 1960 
Winter Games and home to what’s arguably 
the best-known ski resort in Tahoe.

“Squaw Valley is one of the more difficult 
mountains in the region ... really in the 
world,” said Mancuso, the country’s most 
decorated female Olympic alpine skier. She 
used to pass the Olympic rings adorning 
the entrance of the ski area every day on her 
way to school. “I think that’s why it really 
challenges athletes to be at the top of their 
sport, just because you have no other choice.”

Those who aren’t training for Olympic bling 
or a World Cup podium spot have no shortage 
of choices in Tahoe, whose north shore is 
accessible via a roughly 45-minute drive from 
the Reno-Tahoe International Airport. With 
a dozen ski resorts carved into its rugged 
landscape at an elevation around 6,200 feet, 
North Lake Tahoe is home to one of the largest 
concentrations of ski resorts in North America.

Plenty of diverse, challenging terrain is 
here for those who want it. That, and the 
wide-open backcountry protected by strong 
environmental polices that limit development, 
help differentiate Tahoe from the pack, giving 
the place a wild feel that fuels the adventurous 
spirit amid the beaches, mountains and small 
towns that line its shores.

The snow here is something of local legend. 
Residents refer to last January as “Januburied,” 
thanks to three consecutive weeks of snowfall. 
North Lake Tahoe resorts recorded six of the 
top 10 biggest snowfall totals in the U.S. last 
ski season, while Tahoe resorts also claimed 
seven of the largest single-day snow totals in 
the country. Squaw Valley stayed open until 
July 15, the latest closing date in history, with 
some skiers even cruising down the mountain 

in bikinis. (Nude skiing is not out of the 
question here, so we are told.)

All of this attracts a bevy of pro skiers 
and athletes who live and train in the area, 
including Mancuso, World Cup downhill 
ski champion Travis Ganong, U.S. Ski Team 
member Lila Lapanja, and Daron Rahlves, 
one of the most decorated U.S. downhillers 
in history.

“We’re just dotted with athletes all over 
the lake,” said Lapanja, who grew up at the 
base of Diamond Peak Ski Resort on the 
Nevada side of the lake. “You get this blend 
of nature, of color, of really good snow, of 

people who are pretty open. ... I really can’t 
imagine living anywhere else.”

Even after 22 years of calling this place 
home, the alpine ski racer who’s training for 
the 2018 Winter Games in South Korea said 
she’s still “blown away” every time she sees 
the massive lake, especially when gazing down 
on it from the top of the ski run at resorts 
such as Diamond Peak.

HITTING THE SLOPES IN LAKE TAHOE
The Lake Tahoe area is rich in ski resorts, 

with plenty of powder for the pros and 
recreational skiers alike.

“You have a really amazing view of the lake 
when you’re skiing,” Lapanja said. “It feels like 
you’re skiing into this giant bowl of water.”

For fellow Tahoe native Ganong, the work-
life balance and laid-back vibe are a big part 
of the area’s appeal.

“If it snows, I would cancel your meetings 
for the day,” he said. “You can call in on a 
powder day and say, ‘Hey, I’m gonna go ski 
for an hour or two,’ and your boss is gonna 
be like, ‘All right, I’ll meet you on the chair.’”

Ganong encourages visitors to get out and 
explore the backcountry too.

“A lot of the marked trails on the trail 
map, that’s just maybe 10 percent of the 
actual skiing here,” he said. “The amazing 
skiing comes in the off-piste skiing in the 
bowls and the gulleys and the trees.”

Rahlves, who calls the mountains “my 
church,” moved to Tahoe from the San 
Francisco Bay Area when he was 12.

“The mountains around here just kind of 
drag a lot of people out into ‘em,” he said.

Rahlves credited the combination of the 
weather (“It feels warm, even when it’s 
winter time”) and the “free-spirited people” 
with making Tahoe a magnet for pro athletes 
looking to hone their craft.

Non-Olympians will find lots of ways to 
stay occupied on and off the slopes. The lake 
is dotted with charming small towns, such as 
mellow Kings Beach or the more European-
style village of Tahoe City, that are ripe for 
exploration on a day when you might be 
nursing tired ski legs.

You can also try your hand gambling before 
grabbing a steak dinner at old-school joints 
such as former Sinatra hangout Crystal Bay 
Casino, or just relax with a drink at placid 
lakeshore spots such as the Hyatt Regency 
Lake Tahoe Resort in Incline Village, Nev.

In short, there’s no wrong way to do Lake 
Tahoe. And that’s its charm.

“I don’t think I’ve met one person that’s 
ever visited that had something bad to say 
about Tahoe,” Rahlves said. “They always 
want to come back.”  n

© 2017 Chicago Tribune Distributed by 
Tribune Content Agency, LLC.
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home office  l

by BPT 

I In today’s increasingly digital 
world, it’s no surprise that more 
employees are opting to work 

from home. While there may be a shift 
of physical locations - from the office 
building to the home - productivity 
is still paramount, making the need 
for quiet home workspaces more 
important than ever.

“As urbanization continues, 
builders and developers are focused 
on optimizing available land, which 
results in more homes, apartments 
and condos built near highways and 
airports,” says Mark Montgomery, 
vice president of marketing for 
leading window manufacturer Ply 
Gem Windows. “The convergence 
of telecommuting and higher noise 
levels means there’s a growing need 
to enhance homeowner comfort with 
noise reduction technology.”

If your workspace needs a sound 
makeover, consider the following tips. 
For even more information on home 
improvement solutions, check out 
websites like www.plygem.com.

THINK FROM THE OUTSIDE IN
Everyday sounds like traffic, trains, 

leaf blowers, music, barking dogs or 
car alarms may go unnoticed on the 
weekends, but can easily interrupt 
conference calls and concentration 
during the busy workweek.

To cut down on outside noise, 
look for windows with Sound 
Transmission Class (STC) rating. 
A typical single hung window unit 
without sound control glass has an 
average STC rating of 27. Sound 
control glass packages, on window 
lines like Ply Gem’s 1500 Brickmould 
Vinyl Collection, have ratings of up 
to STC 35. This reduces outside noise 
by approximately 40 percent when 

compared to single hung window 
units with no protection.

“STC glass packages may not be 
necessary for every window in the 
home, but should be considered for 
the rooms where the reduction of 
unwanted noise is most important - 
like the home office and bedrooms,” 
advises Montgomery.

As an added bonus, according to the 
Department of Energy, new windows 
will boost curb appeal, reduce 
maintenance and can significantly 
improve your home’s energy efficiency.

INSULATE THE INTERIOR ... 
AND THE EXTERIOR

If your home office space shares a 
paper-thin wall with, for instance, a 
loud family room television, adding 
batt wall insulation for new homes, 
or blown-in insulation for existing 
homes, will help blanket sounds and 
temper vibrations.

For homes that face busy roadways, 
insulated vinyl siding is another 

solution. Look for options made with 
a premium, recycled-content vinyl 
siding panel permanently bonded with 
polystyrene (EPS) foam insulation. 
This wraps the home with continuous 
insulation to cover the entire exterior 
envelope—including wall studs where 
air and sound can penetrate.

Another quick fix for insulating 
the home office is to install a solid 
core wood or molded interior door. 
Many standard interior doors are 
hollow, which means that sounds 
pass through more easily. Solid core 
doors, which are thicker than hollow 
doors, act as a noise blocker. Once 
installed, make sure to surround the 
door with weather-stripping to fill 
any holes or gaps.

By keeping these tips in mind, 
you’ll be well on your way to 
creating a quiet home office retreat 
and defending your workspace from 
unwanted interruptions.  n

©2017 Brandpoint DE
SI

GN
 &

 S
PA

CETHE SOUND OF SILENCE: 
HOW TO 
DESIGN A 
QUIET HOME 
OFFICE

Sound control glass, on window lines like Ply Gem’s 1500 Brickmould Vinyl 
Collection, can reduce outside noise in home offices by approximately 

40 percent when compared to single hung windows with no protection.

To create a quiet 
home office retreat, 
consider features 
like sound control 
window glass, 
insulated vinyl 
siding or interior 
wall insulation.
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How To Set Financial Goals You Can Keep

Setting New Year’s resolutions is a 
tradition for millions of Americans 
who see January 1 as a fresh start. 
However, we all know how easy it is 

to have resolutions fall to the wayside as the 
year progresses. Fortunately, if the goal you 
have in mind is a financial one, there are ways 
you can break it down into steps that will keep 
you motivated and on track to achieve it. Here 
are some tips to help you set attainable goals:

Be Specific and Realistic - Setting 
aspirational goals, such as living the life you 
want in retirement or taking a coast-to-coast 
road trip, is exciting and can be a great place 
to start. Yet, broad goals can quickly become 
overwhelming, so tangible ones can help you 
keep the commitment. The best way to make 
your dreams a reality is to break each goal 
into small, specific tasks that are realistic to 
accomplish this year.

Prioritize - You’re not alone if you have a 
myriad of financial goals. However, it can be 
hard to achieve them all without focus or 
unlimited resources. Pick one or two goals, 

tailoring your savings, time and resources 
accordingly. If you have competing priorities 
such as saving for your child’s education 
and retirement, create a plan that will help 
you make measurable progress toward both. 
Remember, incremental changes (or savings) 
made over time can make a big difference in 
the long run.

Identify Stumbling Blocks - Strengthen your 
resolve by anticipating events and triggers 
that might derail you from your goals such 
as overspending on dining out or purchasing 
that is outside of your budget. Be as specific 
as possible, and brainstorm strategies to 
overcome these potential obstacles. This 
mental exercise will help you be more aware 
and better equipped to resist temptations.

Set Deadlines - Without target dates in mind, 
goals tend to drift. As you set deadlines for 
each task, consider adding a reminder on 
your calendar so you keep the goal a priority 
throughout the year. If you fall short of what 
you want to accomplish, don’t give up. Adjust 
your dates and get back on track.

Enlist Family Support - If you’re married 
or in a committed relationship, involve your 
spouse or partner in financial goal setting. If 
your goal is a family affair, consider including 
your children in the process. Your children 
can benefit from watching you make smart 
financial choices. With everyone on the 
same page, you can support one another and 
overcome obstacles together.

Work With A Professional - Share your goals 
with your financial advisor, tax professional 
or estate planner, as appropriate. These 
specialists may be able to suggest additional 
strategies to help you reach your goals, 
while being mindful of your other financial 
priorities.

Brett Dalton, CFP®, APMA®, is a Private Wealth Advisor with 
Dalton & Associates.  Brettdalton.com | 818-592-3377.
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I In today’s increasingly digital 
world, it’s no surprise that more 
employees are opting to work 

from home. While there may be a shift 
of physical locations - from the office 
building to the home - productivity 
is still paramount, making the need 
for quiet home workspaces more 
important than ever.

“As urbanization continues, 
builders and developers are focused 
on optimizing available land, which 
results in more homes, apartments 
and condos built near highways and 
airports,” says Mark Montgomery, 
vice president of marketing for 
leading window manufacturer Ply 
Gem Windows. “The convergence 
of telecommuting and higher noise 
levels means there’s a growing need 
to enhance homeowner comfort with 
noise reduction technology.”

If your workspace needs a sound 
makeover, consider the following tips. 
For even more information on home 
improvement solutions, check out 
websites like www.plygem.com.

THINK FROM THE OUTSIDE IN
Everyday sounds like traffic, trains, 

leaf blowers, music, barking dogs or 
car alarms may go unnoticed on the 
weekends, but can easily interrupt 
conference calls and concentration 
during the busy workweek.

To cut down on outside noise, 
look for windows with Sound 
Transmission Class (STC) rating. 
A typical single hung window unit 
without sound control glass has an 
average STC rating of 27. Sound 
control glass packages, on window 
lines like Ply Gem’s 1500 Brickmould 
Vinyl Collection, have ratings of up 
to STC 35. This reduces outside noise 
by approximately 40 percent when 

compared to single hung window 
units with no protection.

“STC glass packages may not be 
necessary for every window in the 
home, but should be considered for 
the rooms where the reduction of 
unwanted noise is most important - 
like the home office and bedrooms,” 
advises Montgomery.

As an added bonus, according to the 
Department of Energy, new windows 
will boost curb appeal, reduce 
maintenance and can significantly 
improve your home’s energy efficiency.

INSULATE THE INTERIOR ... 
AND THE EXTERIOR

If your home office space shares a 
paper-thin wall with, for instance, a 
loud family room television, adding 
batt wall insulation for new homes, 
or blown-in insulation for existing 
homes, will help blanket sounds and 
temper vibrations.

For homes that face busy roadways, 
insulated vinyl siding is another 

solution. Look for options made with 
a premium, recycled-content vinyl 
siding panel permanently bonded with 
polystyrene (EPS) foam insulation. 
This wraps the home with continuous 
insulation to cover the entire exterior 
envelope—including wall studs where 
air and sound can penetrate.

Another quick fix for insulating 
the home office is to install a solid 
core wood or molded interior door. 
Many standard interior doors are 
hollow, which means that sounds 
pass through more easily. Solid core 
doors, which are thicker than hollow 
doors, act as a noise blocker. Once 
installed, make sure to surround the 
door with weather-stripping to fill 
any holes or gaps.

By keeping these tips in mind, 
you’ll be well on your way to 
creating a quiet home office retreat 
and defending your workspace from 
unwanted interruptions.  n
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Sound control glass, on window lines like Ply Gem’s 1500 Brickmould Vinyl 
Collection, can reduce outside noise in home offices by approximately 

40 percent when compared to single hung windows with no protection.

To create a quiet 
home office retreat, 
consider features 
like sound control 
window glass, 
insulated vinyl 
siding or interior 
wall insulation.
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Current 
Offerings

“Unvarnished” modern home designed by Scott Gillen on one of 
the most magical “fairytale” lots you will ever see. Soaring sycamore 
and eucalyptus trees, infinity pool and Baja shelf, fire-pit and 
outdoor BBQ area. Located in one of Malibu’s most prestigious 
neighborhoods, famed and guard gated Serra Retreat near Malibu’s 
pier, epic surf, boutiques and restaurants and horse riding trails. 
Home in pristine condition with chef ’s dream kitchen, TV room 
with vaulted ceilings and massive, picturesque windows that frame 
beautiful gardens and mountain views. Retire upstairs via the 
floating steel and oak staircase, up to over-sized bedroom suites, 
each include sitting areas and spa bathrooms with frameless glass 
shower enclosures. Massive master suite with breathtaking views 
of the yard, trees and creek. Many other significant features of the 
home are included. Truly one of kind “showcase art piece” of a 
home and property.

Malibu |  4BD/5BA |  $9,399,000

3511CROSSCREEKLANE.COM

Elegant, exquisite and emotional describe this 1927 Spanish estate 
in prime Pacific Palisades Riviera; on a flat 17,800 square foot lot 
(approx) at the corner of Napoli Drive and Sunset within 2 blocks 
of the prestigious Riviera Country Club. The two-story house 
enclosing 7,800 square feet (approx) sits elevated above the street 
behind stucco walls and wrought iron gates providing ultimate 
privacy.  Careful soundproofing ensures that the inside of this 
home is quiet, while retaining the classic architecture. Construction 
quality and romance of a 1920’s home, that has all the amenities of 
modern living. The home contains 6,782 square feet (approx) of 
interior living space, plus a 1,100 foot five-car garage, a 1,500 bottle 
temperature controlled wine cellar, a 125 square foot pool cabana 
and extensive patios and balconies.  There are 5 bedrooms and 9 
bathrooms.  

Pacific Palisades |  5BD/9BA |  $8,999,000

RIVIERASPANISHREVIVAL.COM

Rare opportunity to buy this tear down / property with plans and 
permits for a 6,671 square foot (approx) luxury high-end, high 
performance Modern Masterpiece residence; impeccably designed 
for modern tech lovers. Plans include a separate and legally zoned 
guest house that is perfect for at home office, in-laws suite or offer 
the ability to rent separately. Located in the prestigious “North of 
Montana” within short distance to acclaimed Franklin elementary 
school and only 15 blocks to beautiful Palisades Park, beach, 
boardwalk, pier, 3rd Street Promenade within steps to shopping 
and eateries. Everyone working on this project agrees; the plans 
and systems to build this one of a kind modern masterpiece with 
innovative engineering and creative design allows the buyer an 
incredibly rare opportunity to build a futuristic Green Sustainable 
Home of the Future.  

Santa Monica |  5BD/6BA |  $3,499,000

631 15TH STREET.COM

MARKETED EXCLUSIVELY

MARKETED EXCLUSIVELY
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Award-winning actor, director, and producer Ron Howard and 
his wife, Cheryl, purchased land on the shores of Converse 
Lake, in Greenwich’s esteemed Conyers Farm community, in 
the early 1990s. There they began creating an idyllic lakefront 

enclave to raise their family and entertain friends. Encompassing some 
17,200 square feet, the Shingle-style residence they constructed features six 
bedrooms, a library and office, a 14-seat home theatre, a billiards room, a gym, 
a yoga studio, a winterized screen porch, and a onebedroom au pair suite. The 
32.87-acre grounds also include an indoor saltwater pool, a sports complex 
with a tennis and basketball courts, an observatory with a professional-
grade telescope, a 2,500-square-foot two-bedroom guesthouse, a koi 
pond, equestrian facilities, perennial and organic vegetable gardens, barns, 
numerous trails, outdoor recreation areas, and a greenhouse. The Howards 
called the warm, welcoming estate home for more than two decades.

PRESS CASE STUDY
Greenwich, CT
Lakefront Compound

TOTA L  I M P R E S S I O N S :  Mo re  t h a n  3 0 0 M  |  A D  E Q U I VA L E N C Y:  Mo re  t h a n  $ 5 3 0 K

With their children grown and looking to move on to something more fitting 
and new, the Howards selected independent sales associate Lyn Stevens of 
Sotheby’s International Realty to co-market the estate. The home was listed 
in early May 2014.

A concerted, well-calculated campaign by the Sotheby’s International 
Realty’s marketing team brought coverage in The Wall Street Journal, The 
Los Angeles Times, The Hollywood Reporter, and Variety, among other 
venues, attracting the attention of appropriate potential clients. Within 
approximately two weeks, the home was under contract, and a qualified buyer 
had purchased the home in cash before the end of July 2014. The Howards 
received their full asking price — $27,500,000 — making their home the 
highest priced residential property ever sold in Westchester County.
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IS PROUD TO BE ASSOCIATED WITH 
SOTHEBY’S INTERNATIONAL REALTY

HOUSE TOURS  |  ARCHITECTURE & DESIGN 
MARKET NEWS  |  LIFESTYLE  |  AVAILABLE PROPERTIES

OUR ONLINE MAGAZINE HIGHLIGHTS OUR WORLD-WIDE MARKETS

The Sotheby’s International 
Realty network is an exclusive 

association of distinguished 
residential brokerage companies 

throughout the world. 
Our network alone 

generates $1.8 billion in 
referral sales volume annually.

© 2017 Sotheby’s International Realty, Inc. All rights reserved. If your property is listed with a real estate broker, please disregard. It is not our intention to solicit the offerings of other real estate brokers. We are happy to work with 
them and cooperate fully. This material is based upon information which we consider reliable but because it has been supplied by third parties, we cannot represent that it is accurate or complete and it should not be relied upon 
as such. This offering is subject to errors, omissions, changes including price or withdrawal without notice. Sotheby’s International Realty and the Sotheby’s International Realty logo are registered (or unregistered) service marks 
used with permission. Operated by Sotheby’s International Realty, Inc. Real estate agents affiliated with Sotheby’s International Realty, Inc. are independent contractors and are not employees of Sotheby’s International Realty, Inc.

www.SothebysHomes.com
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Exceptional Homes for Exceptional People. 

NEW YORK | 212 Fifth Avenue PH  |  $73,800,000 MONTECITO | 2955 East Valley Road  |  $40,000,000 ITALY | Radicondoli  |  $34,805,569

DUBAI | Emirates Hills  | $34,036,760 SPAIN | Port Andratx  |  Price Upon Request CONNECTICUT | 400 5 1/2 Half Mile Road  |  $19,750,000

INDIA | Chattarpur |  $Price Upon Request BAHAMAS | Albany |  $11,500,000 SWITZERLAND | Zermatt |  $10,054,376
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EAST HAMPTON | 9 Two Holes Of Water Road |  $4,900,000 FLORIDA | 243 Merrain Rd  |  $6,399,000

S O T H E B Y S H O M E S . C O M

NEW YORK | 34 East 62nd Street |  $32,500,000 



Significant Sales.

BRENTWOOD PARK |  REPRESENTED SELLER |  LAST ASKING $13,000,000 
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MALIBU |  REPRESENTED SELLER |  LAST ASKING $6,299,000 

FLORIDA |  CRISTINA CONDON & TODD PETER REPRESENTED SELLER |  LAST ASKING $38,500,000 


